
ASSESSMENT 
Where is the focus of assessment in CLIL? 

On content? On language? On both? 

Can focus on … 

- areas of subject content, e.g. answers to maths 
questions, etc. (“hard” CLIL programmes) 

- areas of language, e.g. use of conditional forms in 
hypotheses (“soft” CLIL programmes) 

- areas of content and language, e.g. describing a 
process where learners use technical vocabulary, 
sequencing skills, present tense verbs, etc. (“hard” 
CLIL programmes) 
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Before assessing … 
You must be clear about why you are assessing 
Is it because you want to … 
- find out what your learners know about the subject? 
- find out their strengths and weaknesses in subject content and use of 

language so as to give them feedback? 
- find out what motivates your learners? 
- monitor their progress in thinking skills, practical skills and learning? 
- Identify the support strategies that you need? 
- encourage learners? 
- find out if your planning and teaching of subject content have been 

effective? 
- inform colleagues and/or parents/ school authorities? 
- give learners a qualification at the end of a course? 
- Is it a combination of all of some or all of the above? 
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Decide on the assessment criteria  
What are “assessment criteria”? They are the 

statements that help you judge how well a 
learner has achieved the learning outcomes. 

For example: 

• Learning outcome: the learner is able to explain 
the stages of the water cycle 

• Criteria for assessing the outcome: the number 
of stages of the water cycle which the learner 
explains correctly and the learner’s ability to link 
the stages 
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ASSESSING OTHER CLIL ASPECTS 
For example: Assessing communication skills, 

cognitive skills and attitudes towards learning 

You can use a chart for each learner similar to this 
one: 
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Teachers write learner’s name at top 

During the year or the course, teachers write the 
date when they see evidence of the learner 
meeting each criteria; different subject teachers 
can record the date on the same sheet 
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Think and do! 
1. Which is the main focus? 1-Communication skills? 2-Cognitive skills? 3-

Practical skills? 
 a) Agree on three questions which you could ask about reducing our use 

of plastic. 
b) Draw a diagram to show where the ocean plates and the continental 

plates lie. 
c) Demonstrate three warm-up and three warm-down activities for a PE 

lesson. 
d) Tick the reasons for the differences in living standards between those 

in developed and those in developing areas of the world. 
e) Use one of the percussion instruments to play a mixture of three 

different rhythms: fast, slow and regular. 
f) Find similar patterns and trends shown in the two line graphs. 
g) Describe two different ways you could use features of desktop 

publishing to make this advertisement more effective. 
h) Make three sketches of a plant at different times of day and using 

different kinds of paper. 
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