
PLANNING A CLIL LESSON 

First … 

• Identify the content knowledge and skills to be 
taught 

• Consider stages of the lesson 

• Sequence of series of CLIL lessons 

Focus on learners, so … 

… use learning outcomes = what most learners 
should be able to know, do and be aware of as a 
result of the learning experience 
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Outcomes can be … 

… end of lesson 

… end of a series of lessons 

… end of unit or module (part of a course) 

Outcomes must be … 

… achievable 

… measurable 

Outcomes can … 

… focus on learning to learn (e.g. “be able to give 
peer feedback to help improve another’s work) 
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Examples of learning outcomes 
Subject Should know… Be able to … Be aware … 

Art that perspective is a 
way of showing the 
3-D world in two 
dimensions 

demonstrate 
perspective in a 
landscape 

that the further away 
things are, the 
smaller they look 

Geography that maps use a 
range of different 
scales from local to 
global 

measure distances 
using scale maps 

that there are 
satellite images to 
interpret on the 
Internet 

Maths that sequences of 
numbers are 
arranged according 
to a rule 

complete a series of 
different sequences 
and explain the rules 

that sequences are 
found in the natural 
world 

Science how to conduct a fair 
test 

show tht only one 
factor is changed 
during an experiment 

Of the importance of 
fair testing 
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ADVANTAGES OF USING  
LEARNING OUTCOMES 

For teachers, learning outcomes … 

• help describe courses clearly 

• provide continuity 

• focus on entire class, group and individual needs 

• guide them in designing the tasks 

• can be used as a checklist for feedback 

• make assessment clear 
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For learners, learning outcomes … 

• are focused on them 

• show them what should be achieved 

• help them have goals to meet 

• help them check their own progress 

• Allow for differentiation, that is they make 
provisions for less able and more able learners 

5 



When planning, teachers must … 
Take into consideration these questions: 

• What are my teaching aims? 

• What will my learners know and be able to do 
after the lesson that they didn’t know or couldn’t 
do before it? 

• What subject content will they review and what 
will be new? 

• What communication will there be? 

• Which thinking and learning skills will be 
developed? 

• What tasks will learners do? 
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• What language support must I provide … 
… for communication of content? 
… for thinking? 
… for learning? 

• What materials do I need … 
…for presentation of content? 
…to support the tasks? 

• Are there cross-curricular (interdisciplinary) links? 
Internet links? 

• How will learning be evaluated? 
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Sometimes, it is convenient to plan around … 

 

COMPETENCES 

    so that learners have opportunities to 
demonstrate / use them in various curriculur 
subjects 

Competences are … 

knowledge, skills and attitudes for learning across 
the curriculum, not only in one subject 

Sometimes called “Can-do” statements 
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Examples of competences 

Competence Description 

Communicative Can express and interpret facts orally and in writing 

Linguistic Can use language to observe and analyze 

Artistic Can understand and value different artistic forms of expression 

Digital Can communicate using ICT 

Mathematical Can reason and solve problems mathematically 

Social Can understand the social context where they live and cooperate 
with others 

From: Kay Bentley, TKT Course, CUP 2010) 
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At the beginning of a lesson, CLIL learners…  
• Should produce altready-known content language in a 

warm-up or brainstorming activity so as to… 
activate prior knowledge 

This … 
• helps them understand new knowledge and vocabulary 

elements (i + 1) 
• encourages them to produce content language from the 

beginning of the lesson 
 
Here, if necessary, L1 can be used “sparingly”, but then 

translate into L2 
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At the end of the lesson … 
Learners will benefit from a plenary where they ask 

questions about what they have learned: 

Examples of questions: 

“Tell me 3 things you have learned today.” 

“What was new?” 

“What was different?” 

“What was surprising?” 

“What more would you like to know?” 

 

Some L1 can be used here if CLIL is new for learners 
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Example of planning 
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(From Kay Bentley, TKT Course, CUP 2010) 
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Planning a series of CLIL lessons 
Lesson 2 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 3 (cross-curricular link) 

 

Recycling materials Learning outcomes 

- What can be recycles? 
- What materials can be reused? 
- How can we reduce our waste? 

-to know that some materials can be recycled 
and some reused 
-to be able to identify and sort materials which 
can be reused 
-to be aware of reducing waste at school and at 
home 

Geography map work Learning outcomes 

Decide where you would place a new 
recycling centre in your local area 

-to know how to interpret a large-scale map of 
the local area 
- to be able to identify places on the map and 
suitable places for locating a recycling centre 
- to be aware of the importance of suitable 
locations 
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Lesson 4 (cultural focus) 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 5 (cross-curricular link) 

 

 

 

Recycling centres around the world Learning outcomes 

Examine photographs of different centres 
in order to compare and contrast them 

-to know about different ways recycling 
centres are designed 
- to be able to explain what the centres 
have in common and what is different 
-to be aware of how to express ideas 
confidently 

Art and literacy and ICT Learning outcomes 

-Design a recycling bin (shape, materials) 
using IT 
-- Create a poster to advertize the recycling 
centre 

- to know how to communicate using 
different forms of artistic expression 
- to be able to use IT to communicate ideas 
- to be aware of persuasive techniques 
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