KINDS OF ACTIVITIES

In CLIL, teachers need to provide activities for ...
- communicating subject content orally
- developing listening and reading strategies
- supporting written or physical production
Activities must be
-linked and sequenced so as to be progressively
challenging
-meaningful and relevant (helps motivation)
Learners need to know
- purpose of activity
- differences between spoken and written forms of language
during the activity




TYPES OF ACTIVITIES

Many are similar to ELT coursebook activities and subject
textbooks:

Categorization Classification tasks

Cloze test Jigsaw reading and listening

Gap fill Information transfer

Labelling Freeze frames

Matching Pyramid discussion

Multiple choice Poster presentation

True/false Loop game (very common in CLIL)
Ordering words/ Domino game (very common in CLIL)
sentences/paragraphs

Feature identification (e.g. underlining key nouns)
Word/sentence/text/table completion



Some activities are used in most CLIL subjects:

- matching

- carrying out surveys

- carrying out web searches

Some are used more often in some subjects than in others. Examples:

Art and craft: observing and drawing patterns

Economics: stating advantages and disadvantages

Environment: web search

Geography: interpreting maps

History: developing arguments

ICT: data transfer

Literacy: table completion

Maths: describing shapes

Music: interpreting sound

PE: ranking

Science: fair testing (e.g. Set up a fair test to see how waterproof the materials
are. (same amount of water, same size of material, different
material)

classification




Teachers need to know ...

e purpose of activity
* focus of activity

Because ...

... learners have to develop subject-specific skills
and

... LOTS & HOTS!!!

The following two sets of activities follow the
presentation of topics from history. 1 is from an ELT

coursebook with CLIL sections and 2 is from a CLIL
history course.

Look at the differences.




Focus and purpose

Mini-project My capital city

Write a project about the history of your capital city. Use
the example of London above as a model. Choose two
different periods in your country’s history. Write a short text
about each one. You could include:

¢ How many people lived there.

-« Who the ruler of the country was.

e Any historic event that took place at the time.

o Pictures to illustrate the text.

You could present the information in the form of a diary.
Imagine that you are someone living in the city at each of
the times you have chosen.

*writing focus based on
model text

*to present factual
information about local
context

*creative writing focus
*to write in a different genre

|

(from More! 3 by H. Puchta and J. Stranks, Cambridge
University Press 2006)
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Focus and purpose

1. 'Heads and tails’. Complete each sentence by
copying a ‘tail' (the second half of the sentence) into
the space. '
a) Hunter-gatherer groups often

. Use the information on the map and an atlas to list
the modern countries where farming developed.

3. Show the development of farming on this time-line.

| | | | | |

30,000 25000 20,000 15,000 10,000 5,000 @]
Years ago

4. Study source A What evidence is there that shows
that this is a picture after the development of
farming”

1
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* Lower order thinking skills
focus

* to match and remember
historical facts

t

* map skills focus
* to locate and compare
information

* focus on using a visual
organiser

* to transfer information: note
taking

* focus on studying a source
* to interpret historical
evidence

(from Digging Deéper 1 by J. and P. Shuter,
‘Heinemann 2007)




DIFFERENCES

In the CLIL section of ELT coursebook:

The purpose: to develop writing skills from a model
text, then extend writing with a creative follow-
up

In the CLIL workbook:

The purpose: to produce historical facts accurately,
then progress to HOTS needed for studying the
subject (learners transfer facts onto a historical

time-line and interpret evidence from historical
sources)



