
KINDS OF ASSESSMENT 

In CLIL, teachers use a variety of assessment types 

Choice depends on the reason for testing: 

- What are teachers looking for?  

- What standards are they using to evaluate? 
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KINDS OF ASSESSMENT 
SUMMATIVE   &   FORMATIVE 

Summative: assessment of learning;  

Aim: - to review learning of subject content 

          - to help the teacher know what learners  

            have achieved at a specific time;  

When? 

          - often at the end of a unit of work 

  - at the end of a course 
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Formative: assessment for learning; 

Aim: - helps teachers understand how much and how 

            well learners are learning about subject content; 

          - gives teachers information about their learners so as  

            to give learners feedback on progress;  

          - provides feedback that may lead teachers to change  

            or adapt future teaching, materials and/or tasks they  

            create 

      - to find evidence of learning and development in 

            individual learners or among groups of learners 

When? 

            on-going, continuous assessment; daily 
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SUMMATIVE 
• Used when we want to know what learners already 

know about content and how well they can use the 
language of our subject 

• Often formal 

• One example is standardized tests, written by 
external examiners; they usually lead to a subject 
qualification 

• Another example is the diagnostic test, used to 
identify problems that learners have with subject 
content 
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FORMATIVE 
Characteristics: 
• Often informal 
• Usually carried out by the teacher in the classroom: part of 

the teaching/ learning process 
• Sometimes called performance assessment 
  
How?  
• through questioning of what has already been learned 
• through observing and recording learners during lessons 
• through collecting data like samples of written or recorded 

work;  
• also during collaborative group work or oral presentations 
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• Use criteria to see if learners have achieved the 
purpose of the task 

• Other forms:  

 - peer assessment & self-assessment: learners 
need to know the learning outcomes and the 
criteria used in order to make effective 
comments on what has been done; feedback 
must focus on learning outcomes and not on 
comparisons with other learners; written 
comments about learners’ work are essential; 
good idea to use “Can-do” statements 
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“CAN-DO” STATEMENTS 
• Used to describe assessment criteria for  

summative, but also for formative assessment 

 
Learning outcome Subject Assessment criteria 

To understand the physical 
and human features of a 
mountain environment 

Geography • Can use various sources to gather 
information 
• Can identify physical features 
• Can identify human features 
• Can organize information effectively 

To know how to record, 
observe and explain work 

Art • Can record work using various 
techniques: drawing, taking photos 
• Can observe things in nature 
• Can explain what the drawing shows and 
make links to other work done 

To know that products have 
a limited life for the 
consumer and the producer 

Economics • Can describe a product life cycle 
• Can give examples of products with 
different lifespans 
• Can draw a diagram to represent a 
product cycle 
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- Many CLIL programmes in Europe encourage 
another kind of formative assessment:  
portfolio assessment, that is a collection of 
work done over a year or a course; shows 
evidence of learners’ subject knowledge, skills 
and cognitive development 
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Learners need to know … 
Kind of answer we want in assessment: 

• open or closed 

• short or extended 

• individual responses or responses that are a 
result of group work 

• oral or written 

• objective (e.g. giving facts) or subjective (e.g. 
giving opinions) 
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Grading and Assessment 

• Can be in the form of marks, levels, or grades 

Example of assessment criteria from a cross-
curricular CLIL project (History, Civics and Art) 
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