Activities to develop knowledge of
subject-specific content
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(Adapted from Bentley, TKT course, CUP 2010)

Reviews content vocabulary; develops accuracy and intensive listening skills




Pyramid discussion: negotiating activity; in groups,
learners work together to select a set of items
from a list.

- Develops oral communication, collaboration and
production of content vocabulary

Hot seat: oral activity; develops communicative
fluency, question-asking skills and reporting of
accurate content facts; one learner is at front of
class in role of a character (historical, political,
artist, musician, mathematician, philosopher,
etc.) and class asks him/her questions




Identification keys:

- visual organizers

- used as activities to identify, categorize and
compare objects, people, places, etc.

- involve reading & writing activities to develop
HOTS and content accuracy

- often used in science to identify types of plants
and animals, but good in other subjects as well

- can be binary (questions with only two possible
answers) or lateral (used for comparing features)

- Learners create keys on blank ones provided by the
teacher; they use own knowledge or information obtained
in a reading or listening text, then transferring it onto the
keys
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Binary key (identifying shapes) Lateral key (identifying animals)
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QUIZ

For questions 1-6, look at the teacher’s purpose for using activities and the three possible
activities listed A, B and C.

Choose the activity which matches the teacher’s purpose.

1 The teacher wants to activate prior knowledge of the subject.

A  Learners complete a diagram about trees using information from their books.
B Learners use a mind map to put information about trees in all the boxes.
C Learners describe a tree from a labelled drawing on their worksheets.

2 The teacher wants to check the learners’ understanding of key subject-specific

vocabulary.
A  In small groups, learners play a loop game with mathematical words and their
definitions.

B In pairs, learners look through a maths book and write down any formulae they

can’t work out.
C Individually, learners write the coordinates of four mathematical shapes into a gap-

fill activity.

3 The teacher wants to check that learners know the similarities and differences between
musical instruments.
A Learners order words to describe musical notes on a scale from the shortest to the
longest beat.
B  Learners write the names of musical instruments in the appropriate place in the
Venn diagram.
C Learners transfer words to describe sounds into a lateral key.
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4 The teacher wants to develop questioning skills.

A  The teacher hands out a leaflet written by an environmental activist and asks the
learners to answer the questions written at the end of it.

B  The teacher asks learners to write ten words related to the environment and then
with a partner to colour code them into different groups.

C The teacher organises a role-play activity with one learner in the hot seat as an
environmental activist.

5 The teacher wants to develop learners’ awareness of how to structure an argument.

A Learners read a business report which lists several different production methods.

B Learners read a business letter which presents reasons why a new method of
production should be designed.

C Learners read a business article which recounts the progress of funding a new
production method.

6 The teacher wants to develop higher order thinking skills.

A  The teacher hands out three time-lines so that learners can record the dates of
different historical battles on them.

B The teacher hands out three tree diagrams for learners to complete with the names
of different royal families.

C The teacher hands out three photographs and then learners write down how they
know the photographs were taken during the last century.



